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Since our last newsletter, we’ve continued expanding into new areas of 
business, new areas of the country, and new countries.
I’ve been involved in projects centred on the circular economy, including advising 
the European Commission on the revised Circular Economy Package, informing 
the development of London’s Circular Economy Route Map, and suggesting 
design features for a deposit refund system in Scotland. I was lucky enough to 
present at a major conference on the Circular Economy in Kranj, Slovenia, just 
recently.
It’s great to be able to announce that we’ve strengthened our capacity in resource 
efficiency advice, and development of circular economy business models, through 
recruiting experienced staff into a new Manchester office. With additional staff 
in waste operations too, the office will strengthen connections with our northern 
clients and make it easier to deliver new work in the north of the UK.
We’ve be working with the European Commission to review the Waste 
Management Plans of eight member states, and a further six countries in the 
Western Balkans. There’s an enormous diversity of situations across the different countries, and we’re developing 
bespoke roadmaps for improving materials management for all fourteen of them. With a project in Hong Kong just 
started, and one in the UAE just completed, it’s pleasing to see us gaining recognition in new places. The breadth 
of work is stimulating, ranging from environmental fiscal reform, through to payments for ecosystem services, to 
addressing the thorny problem of marine litter. But there’s so much more we want to do…..
Read on to find out more....
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Eunomia has authored a report analysing the legal, environmental and 
economic issues surrounding the export of refuse derived fuel (RDF) from 
the UK.
The report was prepared on behalf of the RDF Export Industry Group, whose 
members include waste operators from both the UK and across Europe, and for 
which Eunomia provides a secretariat function. It is intended to help progress 
the debate on RDF export and counter common misconceptions through an 
evidence based approach. 
It was launched at a well-attended event in central London, which included a 
Q&A session with the report’s authors, and with James Goudie QC, who has 
contributed to the report.

Informing the Debate on RDF Export

more…

http://www.eunomia.co.uk/person/dominic-hogg/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/person/dominic-hogg/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/rdf-export-industry-group-report-published/
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Eunomia has been working to deliver a feasibility study and business 
plan for a community renewable heat system in Bristol. 
We are working on the second phase of an inter-seasonal renewable heat 
storage project in Bristol. The project, which has now been awarded  funding 
by DECC, will use air source heat pumps to capture heat in the summer 
and store it underground. In winter, the heat can be pumped back out and 
distributed to local households via a district heat network. We are delighted 
to be working alongside CEPRO, ICAX, and the University of Bath, to deliver 
local energy and carbon savings via this pioneering approach.
Smart meters are another promising energy saving technology, and to assist 
a loan facility, Eunomia has recently undertaken a due diligence study on 
a portfolio of meters owned by a Meter Asset Provider. The study focused     
on the key risks associated with acquisition of the portfolio, including 
customer ‘churn’, regulatory development and the technical robustness of 
the meters.

The third installment of Eunomia’s annual Recycling Carbon Index Report - which 
measures the environmental performance of council’s recycling services - showed 
a significant increase in carbon savings in 2013/14. 
In England, despite plateauing recycling rates, 64% of councils delivered increased 
environmental benefits through their recycling services, with total greenhouse gas 
savings across the country up 4% on 2012/13. 
Welsh authorities achieved an overall increase of 6%, while the biggest improvement 
came from Northern Ireland at 7%. These carbon savings are due to increased collections 
of metals and plastics, and the report’s findings highlight the importance of taking into 
consideration the full range of environmental benefits recycling services deliver. 
An online interactive tool which allows comparison between councils’ CO2 savings and 
between years is also available free from the Eunomia website.

The Marine Management Association (MMO) commissioned Eunomia to assess the potential impacts on 
businesses resulting from the forthcoming South Inshore and South Offshore marine plans. 
Following consultation with stakeholders, Eunomia created a bespoke model to assess the 20 year impact of three 
possible plan options, which will inform an impact assessment of the marine plans to be carried out later this year.

Assessing Economic Impacts of Marine Plans

Demonstrating the Benefits of Recycling

Supporting Energy Initiatives

more...

Eunomia prepared a report for Resources & Waste UK (R&WUK) which examines how the resources sector 
can work collectively to better manage price volatility.
The report, entitled Managing the Risk from Secondary Raw Material Price Movements, was launched at the RWM 
Conference in September, and highlighted the enormous influence that material prices exert on the net costs of 
waste collection now that much higher recycling rates are being achieved. It advocated:
• Better risk sharing between local authorities and waste contractors;
• The development of guidance and/or model contract clauses to promote good practice in risk sharing;
• Reforms to the Packaging Recovery Note (PRN) system to give it more of an anti-cyclical impact; and
• An investment fund to help smooth the impact of future SRM price risk for local authorities. 
The report gathered significant media coverage, and the ideas it contains are gathering momentum, with Eunomia 
Director Joe Papineschi being invited to present the key findings to the All Party Parliamentary Sustainable Resources 
Group meeting in the palace of Westmenister in November. 

Addressing Recycling Price Volatility

more...

more...

http://www.eunomia.co.uk/carbonindex/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/renewable-heat-project-enters-second-phase/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/reports-tools/managing-the-risk-from-secondary-raw-material-price-movements/
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Eunomia continues to be active in the field of litter prevention, with two new 
reports published in recent months. 
The first, entitled A Clean Sweep, proposed a range of financial and other incentives 
to deter littering, including levies on chewing gum and cigarettes, removing the 
exemptions on biodegradable and paper bags in England, and introducing water 
fountain networks. 
The second report, commissioned by Zero Waste Scotland, reviewed the potential 
of various community activities—such as litter picks, campaigns, and improvement 
projects—to combat litter, and will inform the implementation of Scotland’s national 
litter strategy.
We also engaged in litter prevention first hand by providing reusable cups at the LARAC 
2015 Conference. While we don’t expect LARAC attendees to be litterers, single use 
cups can have knock-on littering effects by adding to waste generation, and therefore Eunomia was pleased to team 
up with KeepCup to provide delegates with a container for use throughout the conference - and beyond.

A study by Eunomia on behalf of UK Water Industry Research (UKWIR) has 
identified the wider benefits of Sustainable Drainage Schemes (SuDS).
The study found that progressive drainage infrastructure can deliver improvements in 
temperature regulation, air quality, biodiversity, pollination, and mental and physical 
health. The study also contains recommendations on how to maximise the benefits, 
including engaging with potential beneficiaries through partnership working.
Principal consultant Dr. Chris Sherrington, who leads Eunomia’s work on eco-system 
services, also spoke at the Low Carbon South West Business Breakfast in April, drawing 
on upon research on the impacts of green infrastructure to explore how benefits can 
be delivered in the most cost effective manner.
Eunomia also recently sponsored a West of England Nature Partnership event 
showcasing innovative projects that benefit health through encouraging nature to 
flourish in the urban environment. The event brought together experts and practitioners in public health, planning, 
biodiversity and nature conservation to explore ‘nature-based health care’ through local case studies.

Exploring a Deposit Refund System for Scotland

Leading on Green Infrastructure

Tackling the Problem of Litter

more...

A Eunomia KeepCup

more...

more...

more...

Dr Chris Sherrington
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more...

A team of intrepid Eunomia cyclists joined the London Green Cycling 
Club on a four day, 500km ride from York to London this summer. 
Cycling alongside policy makers, councilors and environmental service 
providers from the Greater London Authority, Team Eunomia chose to raise 
money for FoodCycle. The charity runs volunteer-based community projects 
across the UK, collecting surplus food from retailers and using it to cook 
tasty, nutritious meals for vulnerable people every week. 
Our team braved some challenging terrain and raised £5,300 for this 
excellent cause.

Charity Challenge for FoodCycle

more...

A study undertaken by Eunomia on behalf of Zero Waste Scotland found that it would be economically 
feasible to introduce a deposit refund system (DRS) for one-way beverage containers in Scotland. 
Eunomia’s report, published in May, concluded that the challenges posed by the introduction of such a system would 
not be insurmountable, and that the monetary value of the environmental benefits of a DRS appeared to outstrip the 
associated costs. The greatest costs would fall upon consumers who do not return their containers for recycling, but 
these foregone deposits would effectively fund the DRS’s operation. more…

http://www.keepcup.com/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/ukwir-publishes-eunomia-report-on-the-benefits-of-suds/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/eunomia-launches-clean-sweep-report/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/zero-waste-scotland-publishes-eunomia-community-litter-research/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/up-the-hierarchy-reusable-cups-at-larac-2015/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/person/dr-chris-sherrington/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/eunomia-sponsors-bristol-healthy-city-week-event/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/team-eunomia-take-on-cycle-challenge-for-foodcycle/
http://www.eunomia.co.uk/investigating-the-feasibility-of-a-deposit-refund-system-in-scotland/
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Eunomia is an environmental consultancy that
supports positive change. Our clients, from both gov-
ernment and the private sector turn to us for policy 
development and analysis, service design review, and 
procurement, technology and market assessment, and 
project management.

Eunomia has continued its recent expansion with the opening of a new Manchester office and additional 
junior staff joining our established Bristol and London offices.
Our low carbon energy team has increased its strength with the appointment of two new junior staff, and we have 
also expanded our capacity to deliver waste collections modelling and other waste services work.

New Starters and a New Office

Manchester Office
Joining the Manchester office are five experienced 
consultants, who deepen our expertise in waste, while 
adding significant new capability in resource efficiency 
and circular economy business models. 
This new focus sees us expanding our offering to the private 
sector through services that enable them to save money while 
reducing their environmental footprint. 
• Dr. Darren Perrin, a Chartered Waste Manager with over 

15 years’ consultancy experience and expertise in waste 
strategy, who fills a senior business development role; 

• Kate Thompson, an experienced consultant specialising 
in waste strategy, options appraisals, and waste data 
analysis; 

• Mark Hilton, who has over 30 years’ experience in non-
consumer research and consultancy, with a particular 
emphasis on resource efficiency, sustainability and 
training for behaviour change.

• Alex Forrest, a Chartered Waste Manager with expertise 
in supporting business transition to circular economy 
models; 

• Dan Whittaker, whose work on the circular economy is 
informed by 12 years’ experience in waste minimisation.

While we have always worked with clients across the UK - and 
beyond - our new office will also make it easier for us to reach 
clients in North England, North Wales and Scotland. 

This summer saw a possible first in environmental consultancy: a 
waste-themed comedy musical ensemble. 
Formed by some of Eunomia’s musically gifted staff, Dirty Murph and 
the Kerbside Sorters took to the stage at Eunomia’s annual company 
away weekend in July to perform songs touching on recycling service 
configuration, HWRC management, and how to find the language of love 
in European procurement legislation. 
The band met with a warm reception, and hopes to be sweeping up any 
surplus applause at a music depot near you some time soon.

Eunomia House Band Raises the Roof

Dr Darren Perrin Mark Hilton

Kate Thompson, Dan Whittaker and Alex Forrest


