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WASTE REGULATIONS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Local Authorities have new obligations under the Waste Regulations. From 1st January 2015, all waste 
collectors in England and Wales are required to collect four materials - glass, metal, paper, and plastic - 
separately where it is “necessary” and “technically, economically and environmentally practicable” (TEEP) 
to do so. 

In order to assess whether separate collection is necessary and practicable, local authorities will need to 
gather and assess a wide range of information. There is no process set in law or statutory guidance for 
authorities to follow in carrying out the necessity or TEEP tests. Authorities may therefore be concerned 
about how to make sure that they are in a position to carry out an assessment and demonstrate compliance.

Local authorities also need to make sure that their waste collections take place in line with the waste 
hierarchy, but many are unsure about how to evaluate what measures are needed.

The Regulations are not easy to interpret. Some authorities have sought to undertake compliance assessments 
in house, but are uncertain about how to do so. Others have bought in “off the shelf” advice which, while 
purporting to be a compliance check, would be unlikely to stand up to scrutiny.

How Eunomia Can Help

Eunomia authored the Waste Regulations Route Map 
which has been described by the Environment Agency as 
“excellent”, “good practice”, and as providing authorities 
who follow it “a high assurance”. The Agency is now 
considering how the Route Map “can form part of the 
regulatory regime”. 

Our experience authoring the Route Map means we have 
an excellent understanding of the legal requirements in this 
area and, as a result, a number of authorities have already 
asked for our support.

Eunomia is now able to offer support to authorities more widely and has put 
together a package of low cost bespoke support to quickly help authorities with this 
important work.

Staff involved in the development of the Route Map will manage all of our 
compliance reviews.
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What We Do and What You Get

“Stroud District Council asked Eunomia to review our compliance with the waste regulations, and I’m impressed 
with how quickly and thoroughly they’ve carried it out. The expert advice they’ve given is reassuring and I 
feel confident relying on it as we plan for the future.”
Carlos Novoth, Public Space Manager, Stroud District Council

“Eunomia has a strong reputation for their understanding of the Waste Regulations, they were instrumental 
in the writing of the Route Map and the obvious choice for us to look to.  We have worked with Eunomia on 
a number of projects and the work they’ve done for Dorset Waste Partnership has always been excellent and 
I know that it is expert advice that I can rely on.”
Steve Burdis, Director of the Dorset Waste Partnership

Testimonials

Contact us

Eunomia Research & Consulting Ltd
37 Queen Square Bristol BS1 4QS
T:   +44 (0) 117 917 2250
E:   mail@eunomia.co.uk
W:   www.eunomia.co.uk
Twitter:  @Eunomia_RandC

Eunomia is an environmental consultancy that
supports positive change. Our clients, from both 
government and the private sector turn to us for 
policy development and analysis, service design 
review, and procurement, technology and market 
assessment, and project management.

Our support takes the form of a two-step process: 

In Step 1 we carry out a detailed gap-analysis to identify what 
relevant information you already hold, and where further work could 
be required to enable you to assess your compliance with the Waste 
Regulation – both the waste hierarchy and the requirement to collect 
recycling separately. We will review all of data or documentation 
that needs to be assembled and review relevant decisions you may 
already have taken. At the end of step 1, some authorities will be 
confident that they’re already compliant and all others will know 
exactly what more they need to do in order to carry out a full review.

Step 2 is the compliance assessment, in which we conduct: the necessity and practicability (TEEP) tests. 
This involves an options appraisal comparing the financial and environmental performance of separate 
collection and your preferred collection system. We will provide you with an interpretation of the results of 
the modelling and present the positions your authority may wish to adopt to enable it to demonstrate its 
compliance, as well as highlighting any key risks.

To discuss your requirements, and for a bespoke quote, please 
contact Peter Jones:
teep@eunomia.co.uk
0117 917 2273


